
NOVEMBER 21

2025

Gala & Awards



5:00 PM Registration & Networking

6:16 PM National Anthem

6:23 PM Event Opener Video

6:27 PM Outgoing President's Welcome Remarks

6:32 PM City of Garden Grove Welcome Remarks

6:35 PM Dinner

2025 Recap Video

7:03 PM VIP Acknowledgements

7:11 PM Induction Ceremony - BOD & Officers

7:25 PM Sponsor Introduction

7:33 PM Awards

8:29 PM President's Message

8:40 PM Casino night & dancing

10:40 PM Raffle & End Event

PROGRAMME
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Dear Valued FACCOC Community Members,

As we move into the latter half of one of the most tumultuous and harrowing decades in human history, I can't
help but take a moment to look with immense pride at how far our organization has come since that fateful mid-
March day in 2020 where the entire world came to a halt. While there will always linger that lament for all that was
lost, we can certainly take comfort in all that we gained, especially in the greater appreciation for life and all the
blessing we do have.

As an organization, FACCOC was blessed to have a strong leader during the pandemic in Joseph Joseph, and
then through the pandemic-recovery period under Geraldine Larson. We were equally as blessed to have had the
unwavering support of our long-standing sponsors and partners, notably US Bank, Metropolitan Water District,
and OCTA. And because our leadership under Edwin Baloloy and Neil Estrada in the years just preceding the
pandemic had already begun the pivot to more modernized and tech savvy chamber, FACCOC was well poised to
adapt when the need unexpectedly arose. I will forever be grateful for the great work they've done in building
such a solid foundation for the future I inherit.

As we stand at the precipice of the remaining 5 years of this decade, 2026 will mark the year where we finally will
turn the page on recovery, and head full steam into a new chapter where we experience a more "normal" way of
life. Every chamber president has had a theme that defines their respective terms. My predecessor Geraldine
championed her term's message to "elevate" ourselves and our businesses, and to not let the obstacles we've just
endured keep us down and out. Now, to elevate has become part of the standard mode for our community.

For my theme, I've chosen to take on a narrative that isn't a message but a question. As business owners,
entrepreneurs, and professionals, we are posed everyday with choices that require us to invest either our time,
our money, and our resources. And when we make those decisions, I absolutely believe we should fully embrace
the experience of the present, but we should also always ask the question — "What's next?"

So keep your eyes forward. Bring yourself to the point where you know the game's next 10 steps. It will enlighten
you to the value of your investments, help you see the hidden opportunities, and make your choices more
fulfilling. And when you want to ensure that you have a trusted partner — a community of support, that is also
looking out to ensure you get real return and value — know that FACCOC is that partner for what's next.

Very best,
Jeffrey Bonus Bautista
President, 2026-2027
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VISION

The year 1994 marks a significant year for the Filipino-American business community
in Orange County. A cohesive, united and vibrant Filipino-American Chamber of
Commerce of Orange County (FACCOC) was formed. The necessity came about as
business professionals sought opportunities to network, collaborate and build
camaraderie with like-minded individuals.

As a realtor, mortgage broker and restaurant owner, Nolan Alejandro got invited and
attended the Orange County Minority Business Council Meeting held on October
1994. To his surprise, the Filipino Entrepreneurs were the only ones not represented as
a chamber. Upon much prodding and encouragement from all minority council
members, the idea of a Fil Am Chamber of Commerce of Orange County was
conceived. Nolan called on Dr. Carmelita Co-Casquejo and both started the ball
rolling to establish the professional link of the Chamber.

Since then, the chamber has conducted educational business
seminars, mixers as well as social and family affairs. It has also
participated in community service activities benefiting our
countrymen. Today, FACCOC continues its traditions of making
positive contributions to the communities it serves.

FACCOC is the leading organization for opportunities, composed of
a dynamic, vibrant, and thriving Filipino-American business
community who identify with the mission & values and unique
Filipino-American cultural identity of the organization. 

MISSION
To empower FACCOC member businesses to thrive by providing
access to essential resources, fostering meaningful connections,
championing people-first leadership, and driving bold advocacy
throughout Orange County and neighboring communities.



We are unwavering in our commitment to providing educational resources, scholarships, and
mentorship programs that empower individuals to reach their full potential, creating a strong
foundation for personal and professional success.

Education & Skill Development

Cultural  Enrichment
We cherish the richness of Filipino culture and other minority heritages by promoting cultural
understanding, preserving traditions, and facilitating opportunities for cultural exchange. We
believe a strong sense of identity and belonging enriches lives and communities.

Economic Empowerment
We strive to create economic opportunities by supporting entrepreneurship, small businesses,
and career development within our communities. Recognizing the importance of financial
independence, we empower individuals to thrive and positively contribute to society.

Social Advocacy
Our foundation is dedicated to advocating for the rights, representation, and well-being of the
Filipino American and minority communities. We work tirelessly to address social disparities,
discrimination, and inequalities through awareness, education, and collaboration.

PRINCIPLES



By fostering unity and togetherness through events,
networking, and outreach, we build a strong and
supportive community, essential to our mission of
elevating lives.

MISSION
The Filipino American & Minority Foundation is dedicated to
strengthening the Filipino American community and other
underrepresented minorities, with a profound commitment
to fostering diversity, equity, and inclusivity. Our mission is
to make a lasting impact on the lives of those we serve by
empowering, supporting, and uplifting individuals.
We pledge to advance education, foster cultural
appreciation, and provide opportunities for personal and
professional growth, with the understanding that by
investing in the potential and dreams of our community
members, we contribute to a more inclusive and
prosperous society for all.

Community
Building
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Kapwa is a Filipino word that translates roughly in English to
"community" or "fellowship", though it goes deeper as it also
represents the Filipino concept of "shared identity" — how the way
one individual in a community is perceived contributes to how all of
us our perceived as a whole. This concept inspires us to all do right by
each other and help each other as we share in each others successes.

Each of these award winner embodies that spirit, and for their
excellence in respective industries and communities, it shows that
they champion kapwa beyond just our community.

KAPWA AWARDS



Metropolitan Water District
KAPWA AWARD

SoCalGas
KAPWA AWARD

Irvine Ranch Water District
KAPWA AWARD

We proudly recognize the Irvine
Ranch Water District for Excellence

in the water utility industry,
honoring their 2025 leadership in

customer satisfaction,
sustainability, and innovation —
from earning J.D. Power’s No. 1

rating for the fourth year in a row
to pioneering a large-scale behind-

the-meter battery system that
cuts energy costs by ~$500,000

annually , while also delivering
drought-proof recycled water and

safeguarding water quality with
their new PFAS treatment facility. 

We proudly recognize SoCalGas for
Excellence in the energy

infrastructure industry, honoring
their 2025 leadership in advancing

clean energy — from saving
customers over $95 million
through energy-efficiency

programs to sharply reducing
methane emissions and scaling

their ASPIRE 2045 net-zero
strategy.

We proudly recognize the
Metropolitan Water District with an

Award of Excellence for their
leadership in water resource
management, honoring their

continued innovation, commitment
to sustainability, and efforts in
ensuring a reliable, safe, and

efficient water supply for
communities across Southern

California.



City of Hope Orange County
KAPWA AWARD

OCTA
KAPWA AWARDKAPWA AWARD

CA Department of General Services
KAPWA AWARD

We proudly recognize City of Hope
Orange County with an Award of
Excellence for their leadership in

cancer care and research, honoring
their continued advancements in

patient-centered treatment,
groundbreaking clinical

innovations, and their expanding
impact in bringing world-class

oncology services to communities
across the region.

We proudly recognize the Orange County
Transportation Authority with an Award

of Excellence for their leadership in
delivering safe, reliable, and sustainable

mobility solutions, including their
continued progress in expanding transit

access, enhancing regional infrastructure,
and advancing zero-emission

transportation initiatives across Orange
County.

We proudly recognize the
California Department of General

Services with an Award of
Excellence for their leadership in

public service and state
operations, honoring their

continued innovation in sustainable
building management,

procurement efficiency, and
initiatives that streamline services

while supporting California’s
communities and government

workforce.



SCORE OC
KAPWA AWARD

Echo Millennial
KAPWA AWARD

OCIE SBDC
KAPWA AWARD

ENVIRONMENTAL
INNOVATIONS
KAPWA AWARD

We proudly recognize Echo Millennial
with an Award of Excellence for

leadership in business development
and community engagement, honoring

their innovative strategies in
connecting entrepreneurs, promoting

growth, and creating impactful
programs that empower Filipino-

American professionals and the wider
business community.

We proudly recognize the OCIE Small
Business Development Center with an

Award of Excellence for their leadership
in small business growth and

entrepreneurship, honoring their
continued dedication to providing

expert guidance, innovative resources,
and impactful programs that help
businesses thrive across Orange

County.

We proudly recognize SCORE Orange
County with an Award of Excellence for

their leadership in small business
mentorship and support, honoring their
continued commitment to empowering

entrepreneurs through expert
guidance, training, and resources that
drive business growth and strengthen

the local economy.

We proudly recognize Environmental
Innovations with an Award of Excellence for
their leadership in environmental solutions,

honoring their continued commitment to
sustainable practices, innovative

technologies, and impactful programs that
help businesses and communities reduce
their environmental footprint across the

region.



Advocate of
the Year
IRVINE COMPANY

2025
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The advocate of the year goes to the person or organization who
has accomplished exemplary work in engaging, educating, and
advancing important issues that have a direct effect on our
Filipino American business in Orange County and its neighboring
communities.

The Irvine Company has worked tirelessly to engage with
residents and business owners in the City of Irvine to advocate
for a master plan that serves the entire community, especially
the thousands of Filipino Americans who work, school, or call
Irvine "home."



Version 2.0

Edwin
Tiongson, IVC

The Leadership Excellence Award honors an individual who embodies what it means
to uplift others through vision, mentorship, and service. This recognition is given to

someone whose influence creates lasting impact—shaping future leaders and
strengthening the communities they touch. 

Edwin Tiongson has continually demonstrated this spirit of leadership. Through his
unwavering commitment to mentoring students, empowering academic growth, and

nurturing emerging leaders, he has helped create pathways of opportunity and
confidence for the next generation. His guidance, encouragement, and active

engagement in the community reflect the true essence of leadership with purpose.



Collaborator
of the Year
ORANGE COUNTY POWER
AUTHORITY
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The Collaborator of the Year Award honors an organization whose
commitment to partnership, innovation, and shared purpose

strengthens the fabric of our community. This recognition is given to
those who move progress forward not alone, but together—with

intention, transparency, and a vision for collective impact. 

The Orange County Power Authority exemplifies this spirit. Through its
leadership in advancing clean-energy solutions, championing regional

sustainability efforts, and forging meaningful collaborations with
cities, agencies, and community partners, OCPA continues to help

shape a greener and more resilient Orange County. Their work reflects
what true collaboration can achieve: progress that benefits not just

one group, but an entire region.
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Strategic Partner
of the Year

PACIFIC COMMUNITY FUND

The Strategic Partner of the Year Award recognizes an organization whose
vision, resources, and collaborative spirit amplify the work of others and
elevate the entire community. This honor is given to partners who
understand that meaningful change happens when support is intentional,
sustained, and rooted in shared purpose. 

The Pacific Community Fund embodies this commitment. Through their
steadfast dedication to empowering nonprofits, strengthening local
initiatives, and investing in programs that create long-term, positive
impact, they continue to help shape a more resilient and thriving Orange
County. Their partnership reflects the true power of strategy aligned with
heart—driving change that reaches far beyond any single organization.



Lara
Sinanian

The Ambassador of the Year Award honors an individual who elevates our
mission through connection, presence, and genuine commitment to
community. This recognition is reserved for someone who not only

represents FACCOC with pride, but also serves as a bridge—bringing people
together, strengthening relationships, and expanding our reach. 

Lara Sinanian exemplifies this role with heart and consistency. Through her
active engagement, her advocacy for FACCOC initiatives, and her dedication
to fostering meaningful connections among members, she has become a true

champion of our community. Her enthusiasm and leadership shine in every
interaction, making her an exceptional ambassador for the Filipino American

business community.



Impact Player
MAILING PROS, INC.

2025
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Member

of the Year

Member
of the Year

SHARON

PAJE

SHARON
PAJE

The Member of the Year Award honors an individual whose dedication, involvement,
and unwavering pursuit of excellence uplift both their business and the FACCOC

community. This recognition is given to a member who leads by example—showing
what passion, consistency, and hard work can achieve. 

Sharon Paje of Trinity 4 Health embodies these qualities with remarkable impact.
Through her outstanding achievements in marketing and sales, her active

engagement, and her commitment to growth, she has demonstrated what it means
to excel while empowering others along the way. Her successes this year reflect not

only personal triumph but also the spirit of leadership and collaboration that
strengthens our entire community.



Business of
the Year
CAFE 86 TUSTIN
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The 2025 Business of the Year celebrates a company that has combined
entrepreneurial success with meaningful community impact.

In just its first year, Café 86 Tustin has become more than a café—it’s a
gathering place where friendships are built, culture is celebrated, and the
Filipino American community feels at home. Their dedication to
excellence, hospitality, and community connection embodies the very
best of Orange County’s thriving business landscape.
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Bayani Award
US Bank

The Filipino word "bayani" translates to the English word "hero." The
recipient of this award goes to the person or organization who has
continuously gone above and beyond in their support, engagement, and
involvement with the chamber and its community. Their actions are
nothing short of "heroic" and their impact reverberates through the
community.

US Bank has been a longtime supporter of FACCOC's program and
community. Yet in 2025, US Bank took another huge step with the
chamber by spearheading the delivery of a monthly financial literacy
workshop series aimed at creating better, more informed, and more
capable business owners. Through their efforts, members and non-
members alike have found themselves in a better position of
understanding and better equipped to reach sustainable success.



Suzanna
Choi

The 2025 President’s Award recognizes an extraordinary leader whose vision
and dedication have transformed the Filipino American business community. 

Suzanna Choi’s relentless drive to empower, connect, and uplift others has
not only strengthened FACCOC’s mission but has also created lasting

opportunities for growth, collaboration, and impact across Orange County.
Her leadership is defined by action, heart, and an unwavering commitment to

making a difference—qualities that inspire all of us to reach higher and do
more.
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Maharlika Award
OC HEALTH CARE AGENCY

The 2025 Maharlika Award recognizes an organization whose dedication
to community health goes beyond the ordinary. 

The OC Health Care Agency has stood at the forefront of public service,
ensuring that Filipino Americans in Orange County have access to vital
resources, care, and guidance when they need it most. Through
innovative programs, outreach initiatives, and tireless advocacy, they’ve
not only improved health outcomes but have strengthened the very
fabric of our community. Their work is a testament to service, leadership,
and the Maharlika spirit—serving with courage, compassion, and a
commitment that inspires us all.



























































































JUL AUG
27
SEP OCTNOV DEC

faccoc.org

JAN
16

FEB MAR APRMAY JUN
29 13 26 13 26 17 30 15 28 26 TBD

17 29 14 11 24 16 29 13 19 3
H
O
LI
D
A
Y

M
IX
ER

EVENTS



FACCOC.ORG


